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"Cosham reads with a gentle accent that enhances Joyce's Dublin.…" —Library JournalJames
Joyce's Dubliners is a collection of 15 short stories that focus on the lives of everyday Dublin
residents at the turn of the 20th century. Joyce's brutal honesty and compelling insight into the
lives of Dublin's middle class citizens has made this work accessible to generations of readers
and listeners. Because it was explicit and critical of the church, it was censored all across
Ireland, and two publishers broke their contracts with Joyce rather than publish it. Today,
Dubliners is perhaps the best-known and most influential short story collection written in the
English language.

About the AuthorJames Joyce, 1882-1941, is one of the world's greatest writers. Dubliners, his
first and most accessible fiction, was started in in 1904 and completed in 1905. Because it was
considered explicit and critical of the Church, it was censored in Ireland. Two publishers broke
contracts rather than publish it. When, in 1912, Joyce returned to Dublin to buy back his work, a
printer destroyed the sheets and broke up the type. It was not published until 1914.
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DAVID DENNINGTON, “MASTERFUL. Just finished The Dubliners by James Joyce. I hadn’t
read any of his works. This is a good start for anyone thinking of reading real literature. It’s
astonishing to think he was 22 years old when he’d completed these stories. But I guess true
genius shows up early. I see why he is so revered. I would like to learn the art of short story
writing and Joyce is the master.This book is a series of vignettes, snapshots or sketches. Just
the ticket for those who want a brief read before turning out the light, perhaps. But all the stories
have a streak of sadness and harsh reality of those years before World War I, so your dreams
may not be so sweet. There are fifteen stories but I will refer to just three.I loved THE
BOARDING HOUSE. This covers the life of the boarding house owner, Mrs. Mooney and her
daughter Polly. Polly starts a dalliance with one of the boarders—thirty-five-year-old, Mr. Doran—
a man with a fairly good job—a decent catch. Madam will deal with matters of emotion ‘like a
cleaver to meat’, as Joyce delicately puts it, especially where her daughter’s honor is at stake.
No man would be allowed to abuse her hospitality and get away with it under her own roof. Like
Polly, now sullied, Mr. Doran stands to lose everything.ARABY is one of my favorites and tells the
story of a boy who falls for the girl across the street, the sister of a friend. He is obsessed with
her and she fills his thoughts for every moment, at school, at home. He sits by the parlor window
staring at her door across the street. Love is painful. This story is relevant to all of us at that age
as boys and girls who become smitten. Puppy love. Eventually the girl speaks to him under the
lamp light. He notices every detail about her. Joyce describes the light on her body and her
petticoat. She tells him she would love to go the Araby market on Saturday, but she has to go to
a church meeting. Thrilled, the boy tells her he is going and will bring her something back. He
now has a mission and a reason to get closer to her. He counts the hours until he can go after
getting permission from his aunt and promise of money from his uncle. Frustratingly, his uncle
comes home late that Saturday evening and has forgotten about his promise. His aunt
persuades him to give him the money and let him go. Joyce describes the lonely train journey to
the bazaar. He’s been given a florin (two shillings—about twenty-five cents in today’s money)
and spends most of it on the train fare and a shilling to get in. Once inside, most of the stalls are
now closed. Deflated, he stares at a stall with jars and things and the girl who he’d heard talking
with two men asks him if he wants to buy something. He tells her ‘no’. Most of his money is gone
now. He notices the accents of the girl and two men are English. Why? It just is. And it makes it
all the more real. He storms out feeling angry with himself for what he realizes is a fool’s errand,
for his stupidity and pride—one of those coming-of-age moments in a young man’s life.Joyce
makes the complex look simple. He does not explain anything and leaves somethings as a
mystery. Why does he mention that they live in a house where a priest had died? Why does the
boy live with his uncle and aunt? Where are his mother and father? We must presume they are
dead. That is how things are in the boy’s life. And that’s how the best writing is. Things left
unexplained.These are stories like beautifully prepared simple meals. Every bite, every word,



delicious. Of course, simple meals aren’t always so simple. Often preparation is complex,
resulting in exquisite, memorable taste.THE DEAD is reckoned to be one of Joyce’s
masterpieces and John Huston filmed it beautifully and showed his own genius. The main
character, Gabriel, takes his wife to a Christmas celebration at the house of his two aunts with
many in attendance. Later that night, he takes his wife home by carriage in the snow and all the
while he is feels his love for her, as he’d done all evening, and looks forward to making love to
her at their hotel room. Once there, and after chatting with her, he realizes she is distraught. He
learns of a previous love she had had for a boy she’d known when she was young and who had
died, or willed himself to die when she left to live in another town. Gabriel’s own sadness and
crushed spirit are evident as, with tears in his eyes, he looks out into the gently falling snow that
must be falling on his wife’s sweetheart’s grave and across all of Ireland. The last paragraphs are
said to be some of the greatest writing in English literature. John Huston’s excellent film maybe
viewed on Youtube.On looking back over The Dubliners, I have to ask myself: are these stories
and Joyce’s writing so impactful that they could change how you think? Yes, I think so. I’ll read
them again and again. The more one delves, the more one sees. It’s not really so much about
the dreary lives of people Joyce writes about, but about the writing itself that conjures up
emotional experience.”

Grammy Pammy, “Excellent classic short stories. I decided to read the Dubliners because I
wanted to get another classic in before the end of the year, and I had not read James Joyce in
50+ years. My first Joyce read was A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. When I was in high
school I thought it was extremely boring. Well, that was not my experience with the Dubliners.
Each short story gave you an in-depth look at a moment in a characters life in Dublin. With each
story, I felt all the emotions along with the characters. The pictures Joyce painted in my mind
were vivid. Don't get me wrong, these stories are not joyful, but they certainly feel real. Joyce
didn't spell things out but left the reader to experience the emotions. Highly recommend. Think I
need  to reread A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.”

Looking Closer, “Good edition. Of course, Joyce's storytelling is magnificent. There are very
helpful notes to clarify the many unfamiliar locations and vernacular. The quality of this trade-size
paperback is acceptable; however, I think it is overpriced, even with the Amazon discount. The
printing is clear. Binding is a little iffy. The quality of the paper is suspect. I doubt the book will
last.”

Dan Harlow, “The case for Ireland and the Irish. Much like Eastern Europeans, the Irish seem to
have an uneasy relationship with "the continent" Europe. Yes they are economically and
geographically part of Europe but they always seem to be outsiders looking in. The Irish, like the
Russians and the Hungarians do not have the perceived cultural heritage of, say, the Italians or
Greeks with all their glorious Ancient History. That's not to say Ireland and other nations do not



have a vibrant history, but when we think of "refined Europe" we immediately think of England, or
the French, or the Spanish Empire, or the German kings and their castles.And so when reading
Joyce I always get the feeling he is doing everything he can to make the case for Ireland and the
Irish people to be noticed, to be taken seriously, to include the Irish as equals among states who
have looked down on them for centuries. Joyce shows us a people just as deep in thought and
sensitivity as any other people, but who are also afflicted by the oppression of the Church, of
England, of their own poverty and shortcomings. Joyce shows us the art of his people to be just
as rich as that of an English gentleman or tragic Greek hero.This, I believe, is the aim of any
artist: to be noticed. Not in necessarily for selfish vanity (though that often happens), but to force
other people to take notice of what the artist is trying to teach us. Here Joyce is trying to teach us
- show us - the lives of regular Irish people with all their hopes, fears, failings, humor, love, vice,
and beauty. And Joyce isn't trying to make the Irish to be better than any other people but he is
trying to say "We are people, too".I suppose it might seem odd to think the Irish would need a
cultural champion when there are peoples in other places in the world who have been
prosecuted and murdered for millennium, but from another perspective that belittling attitude is
eternally frustrating, it's like being invited to the ball every year, but you're made to sit at the kids
table and wear a bib. Yes you're "included" but its patronizing and belittling.This is the power of
any great art, to force us to empathize with someone we never would have otherwise even
thought about. And this was Joyce's gift to art in his ability to take us into the mind of so many
different people in an absolutely realistic way. All his characters feel as if they could step right off
the page and take up residence in our own lives and so we are forced to deal with these people.
We might not like all of them, or even understand all of them, but we at least now know them and
if we do a bit of work on our side and try to look at the world through their eyes then we might
learn something and be just a little less selfish and self-centered.”

M. Dowden, “A Personal Favourite. James Joyce was an absolute powerhouse when it comes to
literature, innovative writing and playing with the English language and its constructs. Some of
his work isn’t really that accessible to a lot of people, but although I have read the likes of
Ulysses and Finnegans Wake, along with other works by him, I must admit that this book of short
tales is not only my favourite of all he wrote, but also a personal favourite when it comes to
books.As we read this collection of tales centred around Dublin so we see characters here who
some will reappear in Ulysses with minor roles. What I like about this book is that it can seem
deceptively easy to read, and indeed if you don’t want to analyse too deeply then this is an easy
read. If you really take your time though and ponder upon each story here you get not only a
feeling for Joyce and the intention of this work, but a feeling for Ireland at the time, with the rise
of Nationalist feelings, and a country wanting to forge a new independent identity.Taking in the
aspirations of the people in the city we see what they wish for, and what they envisage for their
children. In all then on the surface a deceptively easy book to read, but look a bit further and this
becomes something that not only can give plenty of pleasurable reading, but also a fascinating



time if you really wish to dig deep and analyse every tale. They appear here very much in the
correct order as we progress through the stages of life, and this is very fulfilling.This would
probably be a good choice for a book group as it gives great scope to discussions and is such a
joy to read.”

Bluecashmere., “Far more than a preface to 'Ulysses'.. It is a pity that this collection of short
stories was published so long after the writing. Joyce's success with 'A Portrait of the Artist...',
overshadowed these highly original pieces and the short story, despite some fine practitioners
has , perhaps , never been taken as seriously as longer works. There are more than hints here of
the genius that blossomed in 'Ulysses', and the stories have lost none of their appeal.
Characteristically, Joyce resists offering any obvious conclusions or simplified answers. We, the
readers , are left to assess often seemingly simple situations, to find that almost all have depth
and resonance.”

FictionFan, “All the living and the dead.... Joyce's collection of 15 stories takes the reader
through the various strata of Dublin society of the early years of the twentieth century. The prose
is of a uniformly high standard, though some of the pieces are too fragmentary and unresolved
to be fully satisfying. When Joyce does tell a story, though, he tells it excellently, making me
rather regret that he didn't use standard prose and story-telling techniques more often.The sum
of the collection is greater than its individual parts, however, so that even the shorter character
sketches add something to the reader's understanding of Dublin and its citizens. Despite the
wide range of class and circumstance Joyce addresses, each one has a sense of total
authenticity, of a deep understanding of how this society intermixes. There is a common theme
running throughout, of people trapped, either by circumstance or because of decisions they
have made, and many of the stories focus on a moment in the central characters' lives when
they become aware of their trap. Drunkenness, violence and the stifling stranglehold of the
Catholic church all play their part in showing a society where aspiration is a rare commodity,
usually thwarted. I understand some of the stories were considered shocking at the time for their
language and sexual content. Given the relative mildness of them to modern eyes, this fact in
itself casts another light on how socially restricted the society was at the time of writing.The
prose is somewhat understated, with Joyce relying more on the penetrating examination of
character rather than any flamboyancy of language or stylistic quirks, and that works well for me.
He achieves a depth of characterisation with few words, acknowledging his reader's ability to
interpret and understand without the need to have everything spelled out. Just occasionally, this
left me floundering a little in the couple of stories where he is addressing contemporary Irish
politics or mores, but I accept that's my weakness rather than his. In the stories where he is
addressing more fundamental aspects of human nature, I appreciated his rather sparing style
greatly.Overall, I found the fully developed stories excellent, while the ones that are primarily
character sketches are interesting if not wholly satisfying. However, as a collection, I thoroughly



enjoyed the whole thing, the weaker parts being more than compensated for by the stronger.”

M. Dowden, “A Personal Favourite. James Joyce was an absolute powerhouse when it comes to
literature, innovative writing and playing with the English language and its constructs. Some of
his work isn’t really that accessible to a lot of people, but although I have read the likes of
Ulysses and Finnegans Wake, along with other works by him, I must admit that this book of short
tales is not only my favourite of all he wrote, but also a personal favourite when it comes to
books.As we read this collection of tales centred around Dublin so we see characters here who
some will reappear in Ulysses with minor roles. What I like about this book is that it can seem
deceptively easy to read, and indeed if you don’t want to analyse too deeply then this is an easy
read. If you really take your time though and ponder upon each story here you get not only a
feeling for Joyce and the intention of this work, but a feeling for Ireland at the time, with the rise
of Nationalist feelings, and a country wanting to forge a new independent identity.Taking in the
aspirations of the people in the city we see what they wish for, and what they envisage for their
children. In all then on the surface a deceptively easy book to read, but look a bit further and this
becomes something that not only can give plenty of pleasurable reading, but also a fascinating
time if you really wish to dig deep and analyse every tale. They appear here very much in the
correct order as we progress through the stages of life, and this is very fulfilling.This would
probably be a good choice for a book group as it gives great scope to discussions and is such a
joy to read.”

The book by James Joyce has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 2,424 people have provided feedback.
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